
OLVER SCORES VICTORY FOR CLEAN AIR AND PUBLIC HEALTH WITH GLOBAL WARMING AMENDMENT

  

Washington -- Today Congressman John Olver (1st-MA) succeeded in               offering an amendment to the FY01 VA-HUD spending bill that will               allow the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to continue administering               programs that support clean air, save consumers money through energy               efficiency, and improve public health. The amendment passed with               a bipartisan vote of 314-108.

               "My amendment will permit the EPA to continue to develop important               programs that promote clean power, develop energy efficient homes,               and reduce dangerous methane emissions," said Olver.

               The Olver amendment clarified that the bill's restrictions on EPA               activities relative to the Kyoto climate change protocol shall not               apply to the Agency's activities already authorized by law.

               "While we may not be able to agree on the merits of the Kyoto               protocol, we can certainly agree that this country needs to continue               its efforts to reduce greenhouse gases and protect our air quality,               " Olver commented after the vote. "It was encouraging               to see Republicans and Democrats come together and say that we can               no longer ignore the problem of global climate change."

               Prior to Olver's amendment, the bill's language could have limited               initiatives such as:

    -  Partnerships for Advancing Technologies in Housing (PATH)

    -  Methane reduction programs

    -  Renewable energy research and development

    -  Cooperative international climate agreements and seminars

    -  EPA efforts to uphold the goals of the Clean Air Act

               Olver's amendment will ensure that the FY2001 measure does not place               any new restrictions on allowable EPA activities. Prior to the Olver               amendment, the VA-HUD bill purported to prevent the EPA from planning,               or even contemplating, ways to further the climate goals related               to the Kyoto protocol.

 1 / 2



OLVER SCORES VICTORY FOR CLEAN AIR AND PUBLIC HEALTH WITH GLOBAL WARMING AMENDMENT

###

 2 / 2


